The Last Stages of Gentrification: Washington, DC, Mayoral Elections and Housing Advocacy.
For seven decades from the establishment of home rule and largely independent local government in Washington, DC, mayoral politics, as well as socioeconomic change in city life, have been substantially defined by efforts to protect housing access and to protect vulnerable African American communities against the loss of their homes. Housing policy and racial sensitivity have been intertwined in a on-again off-again struggle against persistent gentrification. The mayoral politics seem to be successful only when factors of racial/economic inequality are integrated with housing policy. Ironically, the more narrow the emphasis on low income housing, the more sensitive has been the decline of black residential retention in the city. To some extent, low-income housing policy has become a public warning against the rising tide of gentrification.